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\JCTU, INTI NCU' and ITRI technicall writing
EACHEr al d edltor Watched rejection

y edited over 650 papers In the last 5

Ileges Universities and Research Institutes.
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e Collected Reviewers and Editors Comments -
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e Publication Challenge™

06 gm]r]'h ‘the following) statistic:

rr aichiance that a typical paper

erage guality will get a
;_:;_,;;: 2l ﬂrable recommendation from
=1 50th referees is about 11% (=
—= '1/9)

- 1993 APS OBSERVER newsletter, a publication of the American Psychological Society.
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T a]vva—_ S___@_%T)E%?e- _ | |
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dlifie it tle things”™
> Ecj[igFs ournal off Retailing.

l\/lrw*e \there are some good ideas In the
st 9er, but after a couple pages with
mistakes, | Just don’t care”

- 'emons that attack good ideas
® House model of paper preparation
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n le the number of artlcles
d as ten years ago

:a e number of journals

= 'me editors simply reject papers that
_-:are too poorly written to send for review.

e

= They have many other options




C uat.e,,_,' J"’"

eltors are very busy with to many
submitted for their journal’s limited space,
imes they teach in addition to their

a1 responsibilities. They don’t have time to
e _ *Engllsh teacher and rewrite poorly written

i

_;::*»- Jngllsh papers. It is much more efficient to just

~— reject them.”
~® _ Senior editor at publishing house
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ons for major revision or rejection of Talwanese

— journal papers _—
O Faulty methodology

-

B Inadequate references

O Poor quality supporting figures

O Outside the scope of journal

| B Not enough contribution to field

- O Authors did not follow manuscript instructions
B Poor writing style and use of English
O Title not representative of study
B Subject of little novel interest or not generally

applicable

B Poorly written discussion




Writing Errors that Cause Revision and Rejection

Al

@ Redundancy

m Verb Tense

0O Passive Voice Errors
0O Weak Verbs

m Verb Agreement

| @ Omitting comparisons

m Clear Pronouns
O "It" and "There"
m Noun Verb issues
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cenerally, | think you could improve
irle vvr Ie paper by using more active
voice "sentences. It will improve the
“low and allow the reader to follow

= Ve Ur meaning.”

:{_ ‘st Reviewer, Journal of Hydrology

I

. - - . B
Hass VE Vﬁ1%#»rere""




R

~ -EEE;@@IeIiﬁeg"':"

difyou wish, you' may write in the first
PENSOI € ngular or plural and use the
getivervoice. Remember to check spelling.

Jj ,.ur Aative language Is not English,
- ~please get a native English-speaking
JC—GIIeague to proofread your paper.

_* Template for Preparation of Papers for IEEE Sponsored Conferences &
Symposia
Frank Anderson, Sam B. Niles, Jr., and Theodore C. Donald, Member, IEEE



Ve instead' o ‘passive voice and
Ward declarative sentences.”




remﬁds

iy gen—x al, authoers should use the active
Volge, €Ept A Instances In which the
el rnr_&' ‘Unknown or the Interest focuses
S0 Wi jat is acted upon.*

'f'_" .aﬁua/ j Style: Al Guide for Authors and Editors. 10th ed. New York, NY: Oxford University

that:
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Wienoral or TI’&UW;‘—
DIS50C]a t_l’Tr!—

_——_

ASENthE active voice whenever
gussible: We will ask authors that rely
IEAVI y on use of the passive voice to
-ﬂ.wrlte manuscripts in the active
jmlce =

=
.
.-—-l'-'
___‘-_
— e
—=——
H—

"'Gwdelmes for authors. International Society for the Study of Trauma Web site: 7he Journal of Trauma
& Dissociation. http://www.isst-d.org/jtd/journal-trauma-dissociation-info-for-authors.htm.
Accessed March 5, 2009.
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SRUACHIVE Voice /S much preferred to passwe VoICce,
Wileh Jr ouldlbe used sparingly....Passive
VOICE. .. 'does not relieve the author of direct
re;q Slblllty for observations, opinions, or

= COr cusmns (e.g., The problem of blood flow
"j/“vas nvestigated..." vs. 'We investigated the

= ﬂoblem of blood flow...").*

. = @uide for authors. Elsevier Web site: Ophthalmology: Journal of the American Academy of Ophthalmology.
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/journaldescription.cws_home/620418/authorinstructions. Accessed March 5,
2009.
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S OVENISE Of the passive Voice!is & common
oroolemu I Wihiting. Although the passive has Its
olsuceﬁ olf example, in the Methods section—In
mrum;v nstances it makes the manuscript dull by
=failing to' identify the author's role in the

-r"'-

":riesearch ..Use direct, active-voice sentences.*

.- lesthrook G, Cooper L. Writing tips: Techniques for clear scientific writing and editing. The Society for
= Neuroscience Website: 7he Journal of Neuroscience. http://www.jneurosci.org. Accessed March 5, 2009.
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| ite in' a clear, direct, and active
JJJJJ rlte I the active [v0|ce] and use
| person where necessary.*

J style. BMJ Publishing Group Web site: British Medical Journal.
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e ZaBlcation Vianual of the America v,
Psyeriolde)iezl AW) HES'S advice:
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- e — =

.F' e
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- “Pre'fe-'s' 1€ active Voice....The passive
volga ] Cceptable N expository writing
rlnrl Wi _eh you want to focus on the object
_or | -iplent of the action rather than on

'_—-n-

= the actor.“

-p:-
:, ——r Amerlcan Psychological Association. (2001). Publication Manual of the American
— Psycho/og/ca/ Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.



SEEE active voeice wheni suitable,
SEICT _El_fL when necessary for correct
/f][cl/{'

fIETe) //wvvw J,‘J_ap CEI: ag org/about/authors/prep/res/style dtl. Accessed March 4, 2009.
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- “'\ww Voice is preferable to the
Jmoe sonal pPassive voice.’

rmr rJer hors Oxford Journals Web site: Behavioral Ecology.

.r

imﬁfordjournals.org/our __Journals/beheco/for_authors/general.html. Accessed March 5, 2009.
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gINEl ure journals like authors to write in
il el g %\/’e \/OICE as experience has shown
i a_r, readers find concepts and results to
o) hveyed more clearly if written

—_——

" _';'-'~ C errectly

== HGW _p write a paper: writing for a Nature journal. Nature Publishing Group Web site:
— == Nature, hitp://www.nature.com/authors/author services/how write.html.

=

-

Accessed March 4, 2009.
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WIENTCan we Use the passive voice?
IRVIet? gds Sections,

l'_

BViien we don’t know who completed the
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—-J-J
=8

ﬂNhen we don’t care
s Don't use the personal pronoun (I, we)
® Use Research, Study, Paper,

.E--
IHIJ
_‘_-



- _ - .
How!vxmuld y/ ange
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JaEhitiication. of poor food, bad housing,
EdEguate hygiene and large families as
..r;E“ major causes of poverty was maae by

— i
=

u Jﬂnes (2005).

—

== Jones (2005) identified poor food,

- bad housing, inadequate hygiene and
large families as the major causes of
poverty.



.-‘It‘-'____

ange

*-.'-.J_

FTTﬁ!maukiy

| S tence’’

C J/'/J/f/ 2] -a z‘/on or wretner countries work
//A/}{a L Cross-border [ssues such as
=i lgra tion' /s unaeritaken by Raul (2007).

?faP’aul (2007) consideredwhether

~ countries work well on cross-border
ISSues such as immigration.
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- ///Jf//f/ ation of the model was. made by
/Jf/f}é"é (2007) to reduce Color Breakup
= ___(,c:-;;

f.-:-f hnson (2007) modified the model
“?-j ‘to reduce Color Breakup (CBU).
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Stalt t

>3
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lifanalysis Is performed /n this
he Influences of CBU on display

= f.-:.Th/s study statistically analyzes how

= CBU Influences display quality.
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COItEC tions "!E_“'-

“It 5: ns that many of your errors
cOMe Trom your using nouns instead
J erbs This makes your sentences
— ﬁﬂger pbecause you need additional

“meanlngless verbs to complete
them.” Associate Editor, Journal of
Retailing
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Jmorove ent of the system Is achieved by
vrnrer n of the control frequencies .
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_--..h_:ﬁarymg the control frequencies
- improves the system.
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Ssthisssentence?

f‘///////:—ff“ ofthree reasons why the
rrJch 1 language has become so
Qrtant was maae by Thompson (2006).

: ?I'ﬁompson (2006) enumerated three

_'—_.--

—
e

| _- reasons why the English language
nas becomme so important.



A e er \crease occurred in the
pETTON ance rate.
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_-ﬂ'ﬁe’ performance rate slightly

=
S

~ increased.
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J/JLL/J ﬁl? orfthe challenges and strategies
fof /e Jlitation and promotion of ERP is

| _wa ﬁrmed oy Smith (2007).

fof’Smlth (2007) discussed the

e

' "‘_- challenges and strategies for
facilitating and promoting ERP.
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- “Ano:ﬁ suggestion for your paper is
EHilRd a native editor to help you
\ﬁ,_éE your verb use. Strong verbs
= 10Vve sentences. Helping verbs often
= ’confuse the reader in your technical
- descriptions.” Reviewer, Journal of
Technology Management
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Howmxmuld Y ange
s is sentence?

SIMUINR2003) asked. the question as to

WHEDHEr conventional methods provide the
S 9Est environment for execution.

= & Smith (2003) guestioned whether

- conventional methods provide the
pest environment for execution.
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> Thils :—n cle /maage: a comparison or
SEVET al scenario modeling sequences In
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?ﬁls article compared several scenario
' '*_- modellng seguences to ensure market
competitiveness.

— or ‘aef'to ensure market competitiveness.
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el (’/O" maage use of examples ofi these
\/rlflg}& techniques as evidence that
vatlon continues.

,iRao (2008) wsed examples of these

—

~ various techniques as evidence that
Innovation continues.



AVGIG starting sentences
WIewords, “IT’”* nd “There.”

'Ilﬁ-'

2 (o)L]] "éntences are too long,

%Jc |aIIy your methods section! Try

— “CU tmg them into individual units of
C“omplete thought Iinstead of
~str|ng|ng together thoughts without
stopping for breath.” — Reviewer,
Journal of Water Resource Management

—
‘._...l.

"
—
_—



e
-

“nise enca?

- g
& o
=
= oy

//rf? that guantitative measures
7 supplement and extend gualitative

Ji
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__ yéls
' f-:QTJantltatlve measures must usefully

"?-_- ‘supplement and extend qualitative
analysis.
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SUalS enca?

NS L§Sary that the best method to
arlo}) or this Investigation Is to
~ det ermined by the committee.

; é:l'ﬁe committee must decide the best

. —

"~ method to adopt for this
Investigation.
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]s Jmo tlve that scheduling of the work
J_ S | _e done by the section supervisor.

=% Th e section supervisor must
‘hedule the work shifts.
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tence?

_l that assessment of the control
| be performed by the site

> The site manager must assess the
“control strategy.



ONOUNS Clearly the ﬁ—_a.--
hem tﬁi‘é‘Ht he, s e, etc.)

] A' '2 on page 3 of your paper Is
zif) e Aple of your ongoing problem
LISl pronouns clearly. There are at

= Jea t 3 different nouns “it” could
_efer to. You must make your

~ pronoun references clear!” -3rd

Reviewer, IEEE Transactions on Advanced

Packaging
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s ERS T _c _deS|gn significantly affected the
,.nal/B s of X. This indicates that Y can be
mpdified based on the C.

- -l._h_—

-_:_\,.- :ﬁ'é study design significantly affected the
— =analy5|s of X. This ( finding, observation,

_.-

phenemenon) indicates that Y can be modified
based on the C.
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> |nj moma revmus studies, ey do not
CONISIUE a1 the effect of X on Y.

z e'@- :fprewous studies do not
nsider the effect of X on Y.
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i moJr recent studies, they measure X in
fous elfj farent ways
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: ._____g__L\ ost Tecent studies measure X in four
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DEJELINC redundancy an

WoNes 1

SEihewhole paper should be shorter:

cll £ ‘confident that you could say
-S/thmg you need to in 30% less

"_, pacé — Reviewer, IEEE Journal of

|
_:.9

== q?nglneermg Management



HowAwould you'thange

__"r_f_]' sentence?
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yis m:// e sa/d trar there are not fewer
YIE)INO) e explanation which could explain
_kab :esult

g ---_._—_

';"ﬁere are several possible explanations
or this result.
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IME rrﬂ study was unable, /isofar as
yye ,0’ aetermine, to analyze these

\l?tﬁ a?:)les

g ---_._—_

=& The current study was unable to analyze
~  these variables.
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_g_ ' systems analyst who makes a
mination of the question as to

= _._Tﬂ_lg er the program should be

— Iemented

The systems analyst determines whether
to Implement the program.
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> /T m:/ be sald’ that systems fave the
'/0//f£v' JIncorporate fypes of equipment
= m’er that the user /s /n a position to

nteract with the system.

—'L__--'—

_'° Systems can incorporate eguipment so
that the user can interact with the system.




Fh has shades of meaning

—

hesau rus



ples of redundant
that can be simplified

e
e - F -
- i
- -
e
— —— =
I — =
- — —



o



WiIE v 0l be a beﬁer sub fee
Werek am ——

e =
= K
L 1.-'-










T
_ —
= Whatwoeuld+s

. sl JJJFJET:EQ WOl

- - ..—I

¥ orovaI E "that










\/\/ngn_r, \- d be a |ﬁer sub -

— -__ . _‘—ﬂ—u —

vex:ause since

.-—-r-'__..l-—-
e

——
- = =
=



Wigaiwoeular ne aWr SUIC

sior

. --. =

N = oo

- _1-.‘-‘_l =
5, i

2 f) JrnrJ g easure

-
--
.'i-

_‘\--\.




Wiel v di be a beﬁer sub e

WeRe?

> I5 il e,js."-' of

< -'-'.-.-.

e e

= TEeX ed"s SUrpasses






Wial: '/’Jl] d be a beﬁer sub e

WeRe?



v\mg\_r_m- 0e a b ﬁw

wera? -

- = - — v -
o p— - . N e —

Wistwithstanding the fact that



Wil v d be a beﬁer sub fee
werel? am

—'h,_
.‘_n.

o

- ma,nn___@__.




Wiigii) !’Jl] 0e a b EW

YO =

— —

—————
i
- = " — i

"| Uiy regarding

' out Inquire about



==

v\mg\_r_m- 0e a b ﬁw

wera? e — S

. = - — — -
— p— v - e i —

IS possible that

- 1__!:-—

y might, could, can

"""_-T-

-
=
=



Whatawould be a beﬂer substi L,*E
O] R —

B TRy



WiIE v 0l be a beﬁer sub fee
Wore? am s




Wit v d be a beﬁer Subshittites,

Worde a.s ———




Wiel v di be a beﬁer sub e

WeRe?

MIIISOIME Cases

< -'-'.-.-.

o ex:asmnally

.-—lr-'__..l-——

e
i ==
== —— -

— =
—— E



Whatawould be a beﬂer substi L,*E
O] R —

:_. _.._.q_d_u =
- L

. sl e

—— R O h-' .-.. .

B

L
1T

NG Case




Wil v d be a beﬁer sub fee
werel? am

" r-. oy
4
=T




Wil v d be a beﬁer sub fee
werel? am

2 1] mQJj




WiIE v 0l be a beﬁer sub fee
Wore? am s

—'h,_
.‘_n.

o

2 1 rna[_}_,\'-”




WiIE v 0l be a beﬁer sub fee
Werek am ——

—'h,_
.‘_n.

o

21N c rOX|m|ty to




Wiel v di be a beﬁer sub e

WeRe?

2 Jp)el ny-" of

= ;'—_
e
W

= -,;d—j* , many

o
*-E'-F_ _,_-l- a—
= = —






MICIOENSI o e

r -'_.-.,_4,'__..- e &
- .'—_=:':=,_- o

— o — ﬁ_!-_.__ -
— 5 "H_-'-l-'

'—

" =4 m/1s/are

—— _.:—
i
- — —g



— *__.-

1(51__‘__.

” 5_ rsrj(f(

g iy e__; fbation of

—
P — -
— i

B i T

‘__-_

— =

él éate/suggest

I ——







—
'-
t—'

.n—-:'__
- ._‘-

=
—

——

. nce because




WiIE v 0l be a beﬁer sub fee
Wore? am s

—'h,_
.‘_n.

o

ason that

_‘_



Wiel v d be a beﬁer sub fee
Word?




Wiel v di be a beﬁer sub e

WeRe?

=" .

— : — e
_F-q-E'-F_—_ _,_-I-_H_ R
—— -

— = ™



Wiel v di be a beﬁer sub e

WeRe?

- —-@:-Fc cause since

=.—ll— _,_-I- R
F; -
= =g o _



Wiel v di be a beﬁer sub e

WeRe?



Wiel v di be a beﬁer sub e

WeRe?

i _' [
= _..-r-:_;_;.-——-
—E —__ ___;_—'__H__.'__--
———— —



Whatawould be a beﬂer substi L,*E
O] R —



Wit v d be a beﬁer sub fee
werel? am




WiIE v 0l be a beﬁer sub fee
Wore? am s




Wial: v d be a beﬁer sub fee
Werel? & S




Wit v d be a beﬁer Subshittites,

Worel? %s___,_ e —




Wiel v di be a beﬁer sub e

WeRe?

D fsear r.ay -*the Iocatlon of

-:"'_:"_- ;—.



Wit v d be a beﬁer sub fee
werel? am
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WHICHh can be made precise
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- 'iscussion section changes

vefe" often. Sometimes you
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