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Women the

Body and
Ambivalence and Balance about Participating in the Ballroom
Dance

You, CJW'; Hwang, TDJ
'National Taiwan Sport University, Taiwan; National Taiwan Sport
University, Taiwan

In the age of post, the body is a texture of observing the society,
leading us to make clear the regular but abnormal experience of daily
life. The ballroom dance, the most apparent roles of gender in sport
and a westernized history in Taiwan, has fascinated the citizens, even
though it has had once being prohibited. It is worth dissertating that
both of this western sport and its rules were established on the basis
of western values and domination of men, aggravating the truth of
gender without equal and division of domestics. Body, a connection
between an individual, baliroom dance and society, an approach to dig
the internal voice, directing our view to the symbol of colonized body
essentially. The methods of this article were quality research paradigm
with the perspective of postcolonial feminism and interview. In order to
shape the image of body, tried to u d the
body political, which based on the history of ballroom dance and the
women stories about sport participance. According to the traditional
analysis, women would consider the effect of exercise with releasing
their body, including recreation, personal relationship and health when
entering a sport field. On the other hand, their body still limited in the
division of housework because the ballroom dance field seems like
another home. Once being immersed themselves in the differences of
gender, they would play the same characteristic of ‘good’ wives and
mothers. To sum up, it turned out from the foregoing discussion those
women's body would not only free from their gender distinction (the
image made by main society) but the motivation without labor.
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Sport in Times of Health and lliness: a Case Study Among Female
Breast Cancer Patients and Their Medical Professionals
Stuij. MS; Elling-Machartzki, A
Mulier Institute, Netheriands

In recent years the body, health and sports have attained increasing
attention in western societies, including the Netherlands. Several
medical studies have gained evidence that physical activity and sports
may have a preventive and curative influence, for example in relation
to cancer in general and breast cancer in particular. Such findings fit
within a process of medicalization of sports and fitness, which are
part of a broader societal development of ‘healthism', fostering a
specific life style for which individual persons are held responsible.
Therefore, ‘being healthy increasingly means embracing a range of
lifestyle choices and technologies that once would have been considered
at the periphery of health, if mdeed part of it at all'. The question is
in what degree of and the patient
takes up the dominant duscoursa of healthism and responsibility with a
focus on sports. Does sport challenge and re-draw boundaries of bodily
ability for people with a serious iliness, often confronted with a not-
taken-for-granted embodiment? On the other hand, there is the medical
professional, who is also confronted with the medicalization of sports. In
which way has their medical profession influenced their involvement in
and meanings attached to sports and physical activity? In this paper, we
present our first results from ‘iliness narratives' of female breast cancer
patients and narratives of their medical professionals, both about the
meaning of sports in their lives.
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